
HOW TO TALK ABOUT GOLDEN TICKETS
Golden Ticket Tournaments are the only guaranteed pathway for amateur players to qualify for the 2026 USA Pickleball 
National Championships, the sport’s longest-standing and only official National Championships event. 

At these qualifying tournaments, gold medal winners earn a “Golden Ticket” which is their exclusive opportunity for priority 
registration access to Nationals. Golden Ticket Tournaments deliver a premium, USA Pickleball–sanctioned experience, 
including professional venues, certified referees, and special player perks such as exclusive player gift bags.

Each tournament represents more than just a qualifier, it’s a celebration of community, competition, and the growing spirit of 
pickleball across the nation. Learn more: usapickleball.org/goldenticket

WHY GOLDEN TICKETS MATTER
Golden Ticket Tournaments are the cornerstone of The Path to Nationals, USA Pickleball’s flagship qualification pathway. 
Winning a Golden Ticket secures priority access to register for Nationals in early August and symbolizes achievement at one of 
the sport’s top competitive levels.

These tournaments showcase USA Pickleball’s commitment to growing the game, building community, and reinforcing its 
role as the National Governing Body of the sport. Golden Ticket events are hosted by USA Pickleball in partnership with the 
Association of Pickleball Players (APP) at some of the best venues across the country.

WHY PLAY IN A GOLDEN TICKET TOURNAMENT

Qualify for Nationals • Win gold in your bracket to earn 
your Golden Ticket, guaranteeing you priority registration 
for the 2026 USA Pickleball National Championships.

Compete at a Higher Level • Test your skills against top 
amateur athletes from across the country.

Earn Official Recognition • All Golden Ticket Tournaments 
are USA Pickleball–sanctioned and contribute to DUPR 
ratings and the Tiered Point System (TPS).

Join the Pickleball Community • Play, connect, and 
celebrate the sport alongside fellow USA Pickleball 
Members nationwide.

Experience Professional Tournament Operations • 
Enjoy world-class facilities, certified referees, and a 
professionally run event from start to finish.

Accessible & Affordable • Competitive pricing ensures 
everyone has the opportunity to compete and grow 
through The Path to Nationals.

Exclusive Swag • All participants receive a commemorative 
Golden Ticket T-shirt and partner gifts, your keepsake from 
the nation’s top-tier pickleball series.
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2026 USA PICKLEBALL OPERATED  

GOLDEN TICKET 
TOURNAMENT SCHEDULE

GLENDALE, AZ 
Jan 21–25 | Center Court Glendale

LAS VEGAS, NV 
Feb 18–22 | Plaza Hotel

OPELIKA, AL 
Mar 11–15 | Opelika Pickleball Facility

BOISE, ID 
Mar 25–29 | The Flying Pickle

SAN DIEGO, CA 
Apr 22–26 | Barnes Tennis Center

COLORADO SPRINGS, CO 
Jun 24–28 | Peak Pickleball



JUNIOR DIVISIONS

We’re proud to offer Junior Divisions at select USA Pickleball 
Golden Ticket Tournaments each year. These events are 
designed specifically for youth players and include both 
singles and doubles competition. All Junior events are co-ed, 
meaning doubles teams can be boy/boy, girl/girl, or mixed.

Junior Divisions Available Only At:

Glendale, AZ — Center Court Glendale 
San Diego, CA — Barnes Tennis Center 
Colorado Springs, CO — Peak Pickleball

Fee Details

Registration Fees:$35 for juniors registered only in junior 
events. If a player joins any non-junior (skill/age) event, the 
standard $95 registration applies.

Event Fees: $5 entry fee + $5 software fee, capped at $10 total 
for two events.

Events Offered: Singles & Doubles (both co-ed)

Age Groups: 12 & Under | 13–14 | 15–16  
(Players can compete in one age group per event)

Schedule:

Junior Doubles: Saturday 
Junior Singles: Sunday

Co-ed Format

Both singles and doubles events are co-ed. Doubles teams 
may include any gender combination, giving players flexibility 
to compete with friends and peers.

WHEELCHAIR DIVISIONS

We’re proud to support inclusivity through dedicated 
Wheelchair Divisions at select Golden Ticket Tournaments. 
These divisions provide adaptive athletes with an equal 
opportunity to compete and connect on The Path to 
Nationals.

Wheelchair Divisions Available Only At:

San Diego, CA — Barnes Tennis Center
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General Excitement

Your Path to Nationals starts now! 🏅 Compete in a 
2026 USA Pickleball Golden Ticket Tournament and 
earn your way to the National Championships.  
Learn more: usapickleball.org/goldenticket

Junior Divisions

Next generation, this is your moment! �🏽🏓 Compete 
in our Junior Divisions at select Golden Ticket 
Tournaments and start your Path to Nationals. 
Details: usapickleball.org/goldenticket 

Wheelchair Divisions

Pickleball is for All. ♿ Join the Wheelchair Division 
at select Golden Ticket Tournaments and experience 
inclusive competition on The Path to Nationals. 
Learn more: usapickleball.org/goldenticket
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HOW TO PLAY IN A GOLDEN TICKET TOURNAMENT

S T E P  1 
Become a USA Pickleball 

Member

Sign up for a Champion or 
Challenger Membership 
to gain eligibility for 
sanctioned play and 
access to exclusive 

benefits.

S T E P  2 
Create an Account

Register on Pickleball 
Tournaments or 

Pickleball Den, linking 
your USA Pickleball 
Membership ID.

S T E P  3 
Register for a  
Golden Ticket 
Tournament

Choose your event 
and secure your spot, 
registration fills quickly.

S T E P  4  
Get Ready to Compete

Players receive all necessary 
event info via email. 

Medalists who win gold will 
earn a Golden Ticket, while 
all participants gain TPS 
points toward Nationals 

qualification.
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WHAT IS THE TIERED POINT SYSTEM (TPS)?

The USA Pickleball Tiered Point System (TPS) rewards performance and ensures fairness across all sanctioned tournaments, 
not just Golden Ticket Tournaments. It offers a transparent, consistent ranking framework for players progressing toward the 
sport’s top levels, including Nationals qualification. Participating in The Path to Nationals tournaments means earning points 
that help track your competitive journey, strengthen your ranking, and open doors to future opportunities. Remember, it’s not 
only Golden Ticket Tournaments that help you earn your way to Nationals, but you will receive more points by playing in these 
events, especially if you medal. Being a USA Pickleball member automatically enters you into the TPS system.

Learn more about the Tiered Point System here: https://usapickleball.org/tps/
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Subject Line Options:

•	 Earn Your 2026 Golden Ticket to Nationals

•	 Junior & Wheelchair Divisions Now Open!

•	 The Path to Nationals Starts with a Golden Ticket

Body Copy:

The 2026 USA Pickleball Golden Ticket Tournaments are your only guaranteed pathway to Nationals, the sport’s most 
prestigious event. Win gold to earn your Golden Ticket and secure priority registration.

Each event offers premier facilities, certified referees, exclusive gifts, and the chance to join pickleball’s fastest-growing 
competitive community.

Start your journey on The Path to Nationals today: usapickleball.org/goldenticket


