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PURPOSE  
OF THIS GUIDE 

OVERVIEW

This guide provides the official messaging framework for everyone communicating about the 
2026 Oceanview USA Pickleball National Championships. 

Our goal is simple: 

Every communication should reinforce the prestige, excitement, and significance of Nationals 
while telling one consistent story across every channel. 

Event Overview 
Event:  
2026 Oceanview USA Pickleball National 
Championships 

Dates: 
October 31–November 8, 2026 

Location:  
Barnes Tennis Center  
San Diego, California 

Hosted By: 
USA Pickleball, the National Governing Body 
for pickleball in the United States 

Event Snapshot 
1.	 Nine days of championship competition 

2.	 Amateur divisions 

3.	 Professional divisions 

4.	 Junior divisions 

5.	 Wheelchair divisions 

6.	 Championship Court presented by QVC 

7.	 VIP Experience 

8.	 Free General Admission 

9.	 Fan Village 

10.	 Official Rating System: DUPR



BRAND NARRATIVE
Why Nationals Exists 

The 2026 Oceanview USA Pickleball National 
Championships represents the pinnacle of competitive 
pickleball in the United States. As the sport’s longest-
standing and premier National Championship, 
Nationals celebrates excellence, rewards achievement, 
and provides athletes the opportunity to compete for 
one of the sport’s most prestigious titles. 

Every pathway throughout the season leads here. 

Every Golden Ticket. 

Every USA Pickleball-sanctioned tournament. 

Every Tiered Point System (TPS) point. 

Every match. 

Each contributes to one ultimate destination: 
Nationals. 

Why Nationals Is Different 

Nationals isn’t simply another tournament. 

It is the championship that represents the highest level 
of amateur competition in USA Pickleball. 

Unlike traditional open tournaments, qualification 
creates meaning. 

Athletes arrive having earned the opportunity to 
compete. 

That makes every rally more meaningful. 

Every National Champion truly earned.

Campaign Theme: THE STAGE IS EARNED. NOT GIVEN. 

Not everyone gets here. 

The biggest moments aren’t given. They’re earned. 

Every athlete arrives with a story built through months of preparation, competition, 
and determination. Some earn their opportunity through Golden Ticket 
Tournaments. Others climb the Tiered Point System rankings. Together, they create 
the deepest and most competitive National Championship in the sport. 

The result is something spectators can’t experience anywhere else: Competition 
where every match matters because every athlete earned the opportunity to 
compete.

CAMPAIGN
FOUNDATION 



REGISTRATION TIERS
Rainout Priority Registration 
Who: Athletes impacted by rainouts at the 
2025 USA Pickleball National Championships.* 

Registration: July 27 – August 7 

*Eligible athletes have already been 
contacted. To register, athletes must earn 
4,500 TPS points through a Golden Ticket or 
USA Pickleball-sanctioned tournament. 

Tier 2 Registration
Who: All remaining eligible amateur athletes. 

Registration: September 2 – September 14 

All Tier 2 registrants will initially be placed on 
a waitlist. Athletes will be ranked using the 
USA Pickleball Tiered Point System (TPS), with 
players moved into the main draw as space 
becomes available based on TPS standings. 

Priority Registration 
Who: Golden Ticket winners, 2025 USA 
Pickleball National Championships gold 
medalists, and athletes age 70+ who competed 
in a 70+ division.* 

Registration: August 10 – August 24 

*2025 gold medalists and eligible 70+ athletes 
must earn 4,500 TPS points through a 
Golden Ticket or USA Pickleball-sanctioned 
tournament to register during this window. 

Pro, Wheelchair &  
Junior Registration 
Who: Professional, wheelchair, and junior 
athletes. 

Registration: September 2 – September 25 

Qualification is not required for these 
divisions. 



THE NATIONALS 
STORY

MESSAGING PILLARS

THE STAGE IS EARNED 
Athletes don’t simply register. 

Most earn their opportunity through 
competition. 

Qualification creates prestige. 

Every match matters because every athlete 
fought to get there. 

THIS IS PICKLEBALL’S 
BRIGHTEST STAGE 
Nationals showcases: 

The nation’s best players 

National Champions 

Elite competition 

Unforgettable moments 

The future of the sport 

This is where players prove they belong. 

PRESTIGE 
Nationals is the sport’s 
longest-standing and 
premier National 
Championship. It 
represents the highest 
standard of competition 

in American pickleball. 

COMPETITION 
Every match matters. 
Every point matters. 
Every championship is 
earned. 

EXPERIENCE 
Nationals is more than 
competition. It’s nine 
days of championship 
play, fan experiences, 
sponsor activations, 
entertainment, and 
unforgettable moments. 

COMMUNITY 
Nationals brings 
together thousands of 
athletes, fans, officials, 
volunteers, partners, 
and ambassadors to 
celebrate the sport. 

 

EVERYONE HAS A PLACE 
While athletes earn the stage, everyone can 
experience it. 

Nationals welcomes: 

Fans 

Families 

Volunteers 

Partners 

Ambassadors 

Sponsors 

Communities 

The stage is earned by players. The moment is 
experienced by everyone. 

Every communication should reinforce these three truths: 



AUDIENCE 
MESSAGING
FOR SPECTATORS 

Why Attend? 

Witness pickleball’s biggest stage live. The 2026 
Oceanview USA Pickleball National Championships 
brings together the nation’s top athletes for elite 
competition while delivering an unforgettable 
fan experience. From amateur championships to 
professional matchups, every day offers opportunities to 
experience the energy, excitement, and community that 
make Nationals special. 

Spectators can: 

Watch the nation’s best amateur and professional players 
compete for National Championship titles 

Experience VIP and Championship Court presented by 
QVC ticket options, where the sport’s biggest matches 
and most memorable moments take place 

Enjoy free General Admission access and get closer to the 
action than ever before 

Explore Fan Village featuring interactive sponsor 
activations, giveaways, entertainment, exclusive 
merchandise, and experiences for fans of all ages 

Watch competition across dozens of courts and 
experience the scale of the country’s largest National 
Championship event 

Enjoy food, beverages, hospitality experiences, and a 
vibrant atmosphere throughout the venue 

Witness history as National Champions are crowned and 
the sport’s best players prove they belong on pickleball’s 
biggest stage 

Be part of the largest gathering of the pickleball 
community, surrounded by players, fans, coaches, 
brands, and industry leaders from across the country 

FOR ATHLETES 

The Path to Nationals isn’t given. It’s earned. Every 
qualification, every tournament, and every match leads 
to one destination: the 2026 Oceanview USA Pickleball 
National Championships. 

Athletes can earn their place at Nationals through 
multiple pathways. Golden Ticket Tournaments offer 

the fastest route, with gold medalists receiving 
priority registration access. Players can also qualify 
through the Tiered Point System (TPS), earning points 
by participating and medaling in USA Pickleball-
sanctioned tournaments throughout the season. One 
Golden Ticket Tournament automatically awards 
the points needed to satisfy the baseline eligibility 
requirement. 

Nationals registration is conducted through a tiered 
registration process. Competition at Nationals is 
organized using DUPR, the Official Rating System of 
USA Pickleball. Athletes compete in divisions aligned 
with their skill level, ensuring meaningful, competitive 
matches and a true National Championship 
experience. 

Whether you earn a Golden Ticket or build your 
path through TPS points, every tournament is an 
opportunity to prove you belong on pickleball’s biggest 
stage. 

Wheelchair, Junior, Professional, and 70+ divisions 
feature open registration and do not require 
qualification through Golden Ticket Tournaments or 
TPS pathways. 

FOR JUNIOR ATHLETES 

The next generation belongs on the biggest stage. 
The 2026 Oceanview USA Pickleball National 
Championships provides junior athletes the 
opportunity to compete at one of the sport’s premier 
championship events while experiencing the 
excitement and prestige of Nationals. 

FOR WHEELCHAIR ATHLETES 

USA Pickleball is proud to provide championship 
competition opportunities for wheelchair athletes 
from across the country. The 2026 Oceanview USA 
Pickleball National Championships showcases the 
skill, determination, and competitive excellence of 
wheelchair athletes competing on one of the sport’s 
most prestigious stages. 

Wheelchair athletes do not need to qualify through a 
Golden Ticket Tournament and may register during the 
designated registration period.



MESSAGING
FAN EXPERIENCE & 
TICKET MESSAGING 
Every ticket communication should 
answer one question: 

Why should someone attend 
Nationals? 

Because this is where pickleball’s 
biggest moments happen. 

Fans Can Experience 
•	 Elite amateur and professional 

competition 

•	 Championship Court presented 
by QVC 

•	 VIP Experience 

•	 Free General Admission 

•	 Fan Village 

•	 Sponsor activations 

•	 Giveaways 

•	 Food and beverage  

•	 Official merchandise 

Ticket Positioning 
•	 GA 

•	 Champ Court presented by QVC  

•	  Reserved Championship 
Court seat 

•	  Watch the sport’s biggest 
stars 

•	  Access to all other matches & 
Fan Village 

•	 Full-day event access 

•	 VIP 

•	  Reserved VIP seating 

•	  Exclusive VIP Lounge access 

•	  Lite bites included 

•	  Four drink tickets included 

•	  Premium hospitality all day 

QUALIFICATION 
MESSAGING 

Qualification isn’t intended to limit 
opportunity. 

It’s designed to elevate the 
championship. 

Golden Ticket Tournaments reward 
excellence. 

The Tiered Point System rewards 
consistency. 

Together, they ensure Nationals 
brings together the nation’s most 
accomplished competitors. 

 

VOICE & TONE 

We Are 
Confident  • Prestigious  • 
Competitive  • Welcoming  • 
Authentic  • Inspirational  • Inclusive  • 
Community-driven 

We Are Not 
Overly promotional  • Generic  • Sales-
heavy  • Tourism-focused  • Exclusive 
in tone  • Overly technical 

 

MESSAGE DO’S & DON’TS 

Do 
•	 Lead with prestige. 

•	 Emphasize qualification. 

•	 Celebrate elite competition. 

•	 Highlight community. 

•	 Position USA Pickleball as the 
National Governing Body. 

•	 Reference DUPR, Golden Ticket 
Tournaments, and TPS when 
appropriate. 

•	 Showcase the fan experience. 

Don’t 

•	 Call Nationals an open 
tournament. 

•	 Describe it as “just another 
tournament.” 

•	 Lead with San Diego as the 
primary story. 

•	 Minimize the qualification 
process. 

•	 Remember: San Diego is the 
backdrop. The competition is the 
story.

KEY PROOF POINTS 
Whenever possible, reinforce 
messaging with facts. 

•	 Sport’s longest-standing National 
Championship 

•	 Premier National Championship 

•	 Nine days of competition 

•	 Thousands of competitors 

•	 Amateur, professional, junior, 
and wheelchair divisions 

•	 Free General Admission 

•	 Championship Court presented 
by QVC 

•	 VIP Experience 

•	 Fan Village 

•	 Hosted by USA Pickleball 

•	 Official Rating System: DUPR 

•	 Qualification through Golden 
Ticket Tournaments and the 
Tiered Point System (TPS)



Short Version (50 words) 

The 2026 Oceanview USA Pickleball National 
Championships returns to Barnes Tennis Center in 
San Diego October 31–November 8. As the sport’s 
longest-standing and premier National Championship, 
Nationals brings together the nation’s top athletes for 
nine days of elite competition, unforgettable moments, 
and one-of-a-kind fan experiences.

Long Version (100 words)

The 2026 Oceanview USA Pickleball National 
Championships returns to Barnes Tennis Center in San 
Diego, California, October 31–November 8. Hosted 
by USA Pickleball, the National Governing Body for 
the sport in the United States, Nationals is the sport’s 
longest-standing and premier National Championship. 
The event brings together the nation’s top amateur, 
professional, junior, and wheelchair athletes for nine 
days of championship competition while offering fans 
free General Admission, premium seating experiences, 
Fan Village activations, sponsor experiences, 
entertainment, and the opportunity to witness National 
Champions crowned on pickleball’s biggest stage

READY-TO-USE
SOCIAL COPY

APPROVED 
BOILERPLATE

General Awareness 
The Stage Is Earned. Not Given. 

Join us October 31–November 
8 in San Diego for the 2026 
Oceanview USA Pickleball 
National Championships, where 
the nation’s best players compete 
on pickleball’s biggest stage. 

 

Spectator Focus 
The stage is earned by players. 
The moment is experienced by 
everyone. 

Witness elite competition, 
unforgettable rallies, and the 
energy of Nationals live in San 
Diego. Get your tickets today. 

 

Ticket Push 
See who earns it. The 2026 
Oceanview USA Pickleball 
National Championships 
returns to San Diego October 
31–November 8. Experience the 
sport at its highest level and don’t 
miss the moment. Explore free 
GA, Championship Court and VIP 
ticket options! 


